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32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the 

kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor.  Provide purses for yourselves that 

will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near and 

no moth destroys.  34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  
35 “Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, 36 like servants waiting 

for their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they 

can immediately open the door for him.  37 It will be good for those servants whose master 

finds them watching when he comes.  Truly I tell you, he will dress himself to serve, will 

have them recline at the table and will come and wait on them.  38 It will be good for those 

servants whose master finds them ready, even if he comes in the middle of the night or 

toward daybreak.  39 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what 

hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into.  40 You also must 

be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.”  

 

The appointed Gospel text for last Sunday was Luke 12:13-21 which precedes our lesson 

for today.  Let’s take a moment to look at those words once again.  Luke 12 begins by telling us 

that a crowd of many thousands of people had gathered together to hear Jesus teach.  While they 

were all together listening to him Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my 

brother to divide the inheritance with me.”  

Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?”  Then 

he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not 

consist in an abundance of possessions.”  

And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an 

abundant harvest.  He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do?  I have no place to store my 

crops.’  “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do.  I will tear down my barns and build bigger 

ones, and there I will store my surplus grain.   And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of 

grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’  

“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from 

you.  Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’  “This is how it will be with 

whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God” (Lk 12:13-21). 

 That parable of the rich fool brings forward the main theme of this whole section of 

Jesus’ teaching here: earthly wealth is not the be all and end all; in fact, it is utterly pointless if 

you do not also have the true treasure which is faith in Jesus as your Savior. 

Throughout the rest of the chapter, Jesus continued talking about the issues of fear, 

anxiety, and security that often come when we think about our earthly possessions.  To the 

unbelieving heart Jesus warns against covetousness and greed which, in the end, will yield 

nothing for our spiritual welfare.  To the believing heart, however, He offers comfort from the 

anxieties of this world with some very encouraging passages that you’re probably familiar with, 

bidding His disciples to consider the birds of the air and the flowers of the field and to take to 
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heart that if God takes care to provide for those parts of His creation, then He certainly, and on a 

much grander scale, will provide for us as well.   

To summarize all of that, Jesus councils those listening to Him one more time not to 

worry about what we will eat or drink or what we will wear.  But rather, He says, seek God’s 

kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well (Lk 12:31).   
So as we wrap up our Sermon Series that we’ve going through this first part of the 

summer on Following Jesus, His last instruction is to Watch Where You’re Going.  If you’re 

following Jesus as His disciples, listening to His Word, reveling in the salvation and grace which 

He won for you on the cross and reveals to you in His Word, and reflecting that love to your 

neighbors, then you have nothing to fear in this world. 

And that’s where He starts with our lesson this morning.  Stop being afraid, little flock, 

for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom.  More than fretting about food, 

and clothing, and having a roof over our head, there is a good deal going on in this world today 

that might tempt us to be afraid of being a part of that little flock.  There may be millions and 

even billions of Christians in the world but at times we still feel grossly outnumbered, and when 

anti-Christian sentiments find a louder voice than Christian sentiments it can seem a little scary.  

But then Jesus reminds where those who follow Him are going, reminding us what is truly 

important when He says your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. 

God’s kingdom, remember, is not like the other kingdoms in this world.  God’s kingdom 

is within you (Lk 17:21).  God’s kingdom is the saving work of Jesus Christ at work within your 

hearts.  And He has been pleased to give that kingdom to you.  Your salvation through Jesus is a 

treasure that will never wear out, fail, or be destroyed and so that is the treasure Jesus wants us to 

seek, the one He wants us to set our hearts on, before and above all the other treasures that this 

world has to offer. 

That treasure is yours.  Given to you freely by God’s grace.  And that treasure of faith in 

Jesus as your Savior is the one thing that God tells us deserves the most attention in our lives 

here on earth. 

Jesus uses a couple of illustrations to emphasize that point.  First, He uses the picture of a 

bridegroom returning from his wedding.  He instructs us, His disciples, to be like the servants of 

that bridegroom ready to move at a moment’s notice with the wicks of our lamps trimmed and 

burning so that at whatever time our master returns, we’re ready for Him. 

So what does that mean for us, as Christians today?  What our English translations render 

as something like be dressed ready for service, literally means to gird your loins.  The flowing 

tunics which were common dress at the time, didn’t easily allow for hard labor or for moving 

quickly so the practice was to gather up the extra fabric below the belt and tie it up around the 

waist with a girdle.  So is that what we are supposed to do as we prepare for Jesus to return?  Tie 

robes around our waists and light little oil lamps?  Of course not, right?  That’s what the earthly 

servants were to do as they waited for their earthly masters.  But as Christians waiting for our 

heavenly master—our heavenly bridegroom, Jesus—to return, what are we to do?   

Jesus doesn’t spell it all out for us here, He simply tells us to focus our hearts on our 

treasure in heaven and in verse 31 He said to seek the kingdom of God, but from the rest of 

Scripture we get a pretty clear picture of what that entails.  The three most important things that 

we can do to prepare for our Savior’s glorious return are the same three actions that comprise our 

vision statement here at Shepherd of the Hills.  Connecting to God, connecting to people, and 

connecting people to God.   
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We connect to God by listening to and studying what He tells us in His Word, and by 

responding to with lives of loving service and with prayer.  If we sever that connection to God 

through His Word and fail to make worship and Bible Study our foremost priority, we aren’t 

keeping are lamps trimmed and burning.  We’re letting them go out.  

We also need to connect with people.  Jesus refers to us this morning as His little flock.  

And a flock, as little as it may be, is not comprised of one sheep, but many.  God works through 

other Christians to build us up and encourage us, to share His promises and His corrections with 

us.  The more we can fill our time and our lives with fellow Christians and the deeper 

connections and relationships we can build with them, the easier it will be for them to help us 

stay prepared and vice versa, so that we all can be standing ready, in eager anticipation when our 

Savior returns. 

But Christians aren’t the only people we need to make connections with.  There’s an even 

larger flock out there that’s being led astray.  So as we watch where we’re going, continue 

following Jesus and prioritizing His Word, and surround ourselves with brothers and sisters in 

the faith who can aid us in doing that, we also need take time to connect and build relationships 

with people who don’t yet have treasure in heaven—people who don’t know about the salvation 

that comes through Jesus Christ, or whose faith may be weak or failing.  We need to connect 

with them so that we can connect them with God by sharing the truths of the Gospel. 

Without that truth, without treasure stored up in heaven, Jesus tells what His return will 

be like.  He uses another illustration, this time of a thief breaking into a house.  Those who are 

not prepared for Jesus’ return, and are not watching where they are going in this life will find His 

coming like that of a thief: unexpected and devastating.   

Each day, countless souls are dying.  So as we watch where we’re going, and seek our 

Father’s kingdom we pray that His kingdom would come not just to us but also to those around 

us.  We can do that as individual Christians in our day to day life and we can do it even more 

effectively as we band together as a family of believers—as a congregation here at Shepherd of 

the Hills or wherever you may be.  It’s an area where I think you’ll agree with me, we could use 

some improvement on here.  To achieve that, we’ll have to gird up our loins and sacrifice some 

time and energy to reaching out our community with that amazing treasure of the Gospel.  That 

Jesus Christ through His death and resurrection has taken away our sins and given us an 

inheritance in heaven. 

It’s going to take work, dedication, and cooperation, but I can guarantee you right now 

that it will be worth it because it’s all a part of keeping our focus forward, watching where we’re 

going, following Jesus, and readying ourselves for His return.  And when He does come, look at 

what He says, It will be good for those servants whose master finds them watching when he 

comes.  Truly I tell you, he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table 

and will come and wait on them. 

That’s the promise that your God has given you.  Follow Him.  Listen to His Word.  Hear 

the wondrous news of the salvation He won for you through His Son, Jesus Christ.  Place your 

trust in Him and He will crown you with eternal life and shower you with His blessings for all 

eternity.  

Amen. 


